1U/089303 

JC15 Rec'd PCT/PTO 2 9 MAR 2002 


PATENT 
32860-0003 14/US 


IN THE U.S. PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


Applicants: 


Franz Josef NIEDERNOSTHEIDE; Martin RUFF 


Int'l App. No.: 


PCT/DE00/03440 


Application No.: 


NEW 


Filed: 


March 29, 2002 


For: 


THYRISTOR ARRANGEMENT WITH TURNOFF PROTECTION 


PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 


Assistant Commissioner for Patents 


March 29, 2002 


Washington, DC 20231 
Sir: 

The following preliminary amendments and remarks are respectfully submitted in 
connection with the above-identified application. 
IN THE ABSTRACT 

Please replace the Abstract with the attached revised Abstract. 
IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Amended) A thyristor arrangement, comprising: 


thyristor and the cathode of the main thyristor and defining an ohmic resistance that is 
different from zero; 

an anode connection, electrically connecting the anode of the auxiliary 
thyristor and the anode of the main thyristor; and 


a main thyristor, including a cathode and an anode; 


at least one auxiliary thyristor, including a cathode and an anode; 


a resistance device, electrically connecting the cathode of the auxiliary 


